amicable settlement of Hindu-Muslim differences. By
reason of the Government's policy the second funda-
mental became closely interwoven with the first; the
first required substantial if not entire unity, and unity
in its turn was dependent on the success of the other.
On account of the strenuous efforts of the Congress,
which had by then come under the leadership of
Gandhiji, to bring about Hindu-Muslim unity, the
British policy was concentrated on employing every
volt of diplomatic energy in seeing that the communal
problem became more and more intricate.
From separate electorates the Muslims were en-
couraged to ask for redistribution of provinces with
a view to secure a balance of power. From the British
point of view it was a first class device for checkmat-
ing national progress. It was Ramsay MacDonald's
award that perpetuated the array of Muslim provinces
againsft Hindu provinces thus introducing a constitu-
tional barrier to national government. The Congress
in search of ways and means to overcome this poison
began a programme of enlisting a large number of
Muslims in its rank so as to present the British with
a united National Demand.
The Congress with the objective of attaining full
freedom and communal unity was returned at the
polls in 1937. The Muslim League candidates who
were returned to the legislature formed a small frac-
tion of the total of the Muslim representatives in the
legislature. No one till then ever dreamt that it was
a sin for a party like the Congress to form its own
ministries.
In the situation which the legislatures faced in
1937 coalition or multiple ministries were out of ques-
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